
2 November 2010

ATTY. PACHICO A. SEARES

Executive Director

Cebu Citizens Press Council

Cebu City

Dear Atty. Seares,

We acknowledge receipt of two (2) different videos, both titled “Corruption of Media:  The Cebu Setting”, presumably in response to our request for a copy of the same.  (Although, logically, only one -- at most -- can rightfully be called the “same”.)

But for the confusion brought about by the two different versions, both purported to be the “same” video, we are grateful for your action on our request.  (Although, logically, there being two versions, we must distinguish between our disappointment in receiving one, and our gratitude in receiving the other.)

We have reviewed both videos, and the second one at length upon the representations of your Ms. Cherry Ann Lim that the second one was the same video shown to a certain audience during Press Freedom Week.  

In the second video, we find, in its 25-minute duration, no less than sixteen (16) instances where the Governor, Gwen Garcia, the Capitol and, by necessary implication, the Capitol beat reporters were unfairly treated, unjustly accused of corruption upon pure speculation and without sufficient basis, and generally painted as the locus of corruption of media in the “Cebu setting”.  

The video in its entirety was maliciously intended to paint the dirtiest picture of the Governor, the Capitol and Capitol beat reporters.

Since the video was shown to an audience without opportunity on the part of the people therein implicated to respond to the same audience, and since you have been quoted in media as saying that the video was “clinical” and fair, we believe it only consistent with fair play and your oft-repeated principle of voluntarily granting the opportunity to reply, that we express our contrary opinions in a public forum, to explain our respective positions on why the video is, or isn’t, unfair.

While we have no preference as to the venue, or the audience, we also believe it only fair that the original audience during Press Freedom Week be invited.  I, alone, shall speak on behalf of the Governor and the Capitol, as I believe you should speak in defense of the video, being its author and being the executive director of the Cebu Citizens Press Council.

Although we foresee no great expense in relation to this forum, we commit our personal funds to defray whatever expenses this forum may entail.

Our representatives may discuss the format of the forum and other details.  I shall make myself available for such a forum at any time before November 8, 2010, and, thereafter, on any Thursday, Friday, Saturday or Sunday, whether morning, afternoon or evening.   

We hope that the Cebu Citizens Press Council, consistent with its motto, “being accountable comes with being free”, will grant us this request in the interest of fairness, the opportunity to reply, and the enhancement of media freedom and responsibility.

With assurances of our highest esteem, we remain,

Yours sincerely,

Pablo John Garcia


